
Scanning facilities – the latest trend
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Mannheim University library is expanding its services for students. In the 

process of identifying what modern scanning facilities should provide, the 

following question was raised: How do we make the content of technical 

and academic literature accessible for students at home as well?
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The function of the Mannheim University 

library is to provide literature and information 

for research, teaching, study and training as 

offered by the university. In addition it is also 

open to residents, authorities and compa-

nies based in the city and surrounding area. 

Thanks to the use of book scanners, books, 

periodicals, newspapers and other docu-

ments can be digitised simply at no cost and 

then transferred to portable storage media.

The Mannheim University library is a place 

where a wide range of knowledge is made 

accessible. Housed in one of the largest 

baroque castles in Europe and located close 

to the university campus, it is one of those 

institutions which is a model for the most up-

to-date library standards in the field of scientific 

literature and media provision. In particular 

due to its outstanding level of equipment the 

Mannheim University library enjoys a very good 

reputation and was nominated by the German 

Libraries Association in 2007 as the best per-

forming library in its category in Germany. 

Efficiency, a high level of performance and 

internationality are important objectives of 

the University of Mannheim and its library.

Firmly focussed on 

consistent improvement 

No student can buy every book he or she 

needs to read for home study, seminar 

papers and final exams. Regular visits to 

reference and lending libraries are therefore 

essential. At  Mannheim University library this 

means researching and working in a motivat-

Mannheim University library 
is expanding its 
services for students

ing environment for learning and studying.

Currently there are 2,200,000 media in the pub-

lic access areas and repositories on a floor area 

of 18,000 square metres and 60,000 metres 

of shelving. All these materials can be studied 

in the library or borrowed. There are after all 

about 11,500 students at Mannheim University 

who need to be able to have access to the 

wide range of literature in their relevant subject 

areas. In the process of identifying what modern 

facilities should provide in making new services 

available to students and investing study fees 

productively, the following question was raised: 

How do we make the content of technical and 

academic literature accessible for students at 

home as well without huge quantities of ex-

 pensive hard copies having to be produced?

The answer was provided by the firm of 

LÜTTICH based in Sinsheim who had a 

particular specialist expertise in book scan-

ners and output management. They pro-

vided an effective complete solution using 

high performance book scanners provided 

by the firm of ZEUTSCHEL as well as the 

optimum service provided by LÜTTICH.

Service for students

Since January 2008 ZEUTSCHEL OS 

Bookcopy 12000 book scanners have been 

in use as scanning facilities at the university 

library at each of its five sites. Because they 

are financed by study fees paid by the stu-

dents, they are free of charge at the point of 

use. This has advantages for all concerned:

Whereas students can digitise all the docu-

The book scanner series OS 12000 of Zeutschel 

can be operated easily and intuitively



A success in every respect

During the first weeks after the scanner facili-

ties were installed at the five sites, students 

reacted somewhat hesitantly at first. But by 

using additional visual aids for operating the 

systems more and more students are mak-

ing use of this extremely helpful service. The 

joint project has already proved its worth. 

Since the scanning facilities were installed 

in January 2008 up to 85,000 scans per 

month have been made on the systems 

accessible to the public – a number which 

underlines the great success of the scheme.

ments they need quickly and at no cost, store 

them on a memory stick or card and read 

or edit them at their leisure at home, the 

university is benefiting by having higher lev-

els of availability and satisfied students.

Comments on the university blog show how 

satisfied the users of the university library 

are with the scanning service provided by 

LÜTTICH: “A really sensible use of students 

fees! Well done to the university library!” This 

was the opinion of one student. Another adds: 

“As I have used the scanning facilities several 

times already in the Business Studies depart-

ment of the library, I am very pleased to see 

that this excellent service is now also being 

made available in the other subject areas of 

the library. Thanks to the university library for 

providing it so quickly!... I personally found the 

first scanner to be an extremely useful facility.”

Individual scanning jobs 

for many purposes

According to the type of original and the pur-

pose of digitisation, the installed ZEUTSCHEL 

book scanners provide a wide range of scan-

ning facilities. The greatest amount of use is 

with books and periodicals. The systems scan 

at a very high speed (approx. 1 second) from 

above so that the books and periodicals do 

not have to be pressed down on a glass plate. 

Thanks to the autofocus and automatic line 

correction features, the documents scanned 

at a resolution of 300 dpi are pin sharp and 

do not suffer from any optical distortion. The 

systems can scan in greyscale, black and 

white and can use the PDF/PDF Multipage, 

JPG and TIFF/TIFF Multipage formats.

Reliable service

The Mannheim University library stands for 

efficiency and a high level of performance. 

The university also demands these qualities 

of its partners. For this very reason the uni-

versity library is very satisfied with LÜTTICH 

and their experience of the company’s ser-

vice has been very good. If any problems 

should arise, qualified technicians are there 

very quickly to resolve them. Replacement 

parts are also immediately available.

Scanstation in the Mannheim University library



Zeutschel GmbH · Heerweg 2 · 72070 Tübingen

Tel.: +49 7071 9706-0 · Fax: +49 7071 9706-44

info@zeutschel.de · www.zeutschel.de
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Zeutschel – The Future of the Past

Zeutschel GmbH, based in Hirschau near 

Tübingen, is a well-known specialist company 

working in the area of the preservation of cultural 

assets and has been a supplier of equipment, 

solutions and systems for the management 

of documents and archives for over 40 years. 

Employing over 60 staff, Zeutschel develops, pro-

duces and distributes scanners, capture software, 

microfilm cameras, hybrid systems and readers. 

Zeutschel systems and solutions are used by 

libraries, archives, universities, land registries and 

commercial companies all over the world.

Zeutschel OS 12000 book scanner range 

The Zeutschel OS 12000 range has been 

designed for all those users for whom book scan-

ning was previously too complicated, slow and 

expensive. The Tübingen scanner specialists 

concentrated particularly on producing equip-

ment that was simple to use. The most important 

functions can therefore be accessed in just a few 

steps. A particularly practical feature is the integral 

monitor making it possible to preview the scan 

and thus eliminate spoilt copies. A patented illumi-

nation system provides optimum light focussing. 

The result is a high processing rate (in A2 format) 

of 1 second in greyscale and 3 seconds in colour. 

The light exposure both for the user and the 

original is also kept low.  The Zeutschel range is 

available in A2 format as a greyscale (OS 12000 

G) and colour scanner (OS 12000 C) and also a 

book copier (OS 120000 Bookcopy / greyscale 

or colour) with linked printing systems. A colour 

model (OS 12000 A1) is available for A1 formats.


