
Book copying convinces  
a new audience

ZEUTSCHELTIME

There was a time, not so long ago, when book scanners were to be found only 

in very large libraries; or they were used for ambitious digitisation projects. 

Happily, this no longer holds true. Today even smaller libraries with modest 

budgets and resources can take advantage of book scanning.  The libraries 

of the Ludwigsburg College of Education and of the Reutlingen University 

are cases in point. In both, Zeutschel OS 12000 Bookcopy is enormously 

benefiting students and faculty, opening up new areas of application in 

digital learning and student teaching practices, complementing conventional 

copying facilities, and adding great value to the quality of library services.  
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Why conventional copying  

alone is no longer viable

One of the main tasks of a library is to pro-

vide information on a wide range of subjects.  

However, a significant proportion of this infor-

mation is accessible only through reference 

books, newspapers and academic periodicals 

that are not available for loan. Making cop-

ies of the relevant pages using a photocopier 

machine was, until recently, the only way out.

But when the same original is copied over 

and over again by different users, books and 

periodicals over time tend to get seriously 

damaged. This is particularly true of bound 

books, which have to be replaced as a result. 

This recurring cost – which can be substantial  

in the long run – is completely avoided with  

book scanners. In addition, quality of repro-

ductions is dramatically improved. 

With conventional copiers reproductions are 

typically of poor quality: with smudges, dark 

unsightly borders, or text that is reduced 

because the book is larger than the format 

provided by the copier. Worse, dissatisfac-

tion with the whole process runs high.  

The need for change

When lecturers and students of both librar-

ies repeatedly expressed their dissatisfaction 

with conventional copiers, and articulated a 

desire to work on essays or individual chap-

ters of books in electronic form, the direc-
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tors began to look at the problem afresh. 

The new trend towards digitisation played an 

important part in shaping their decision. 

The college library at Ludwigsburg was offer-

ing a scanning facility, but only in a limited 

way and only to its own staff. At Reutlingen 

they had a flatbed scanner. But neither of 

these represented a satisfactory solution. 

Something altogether different was needed. 

“We see ourselves as service providers to stu-

dents and staff at the college. This is why we  

looked for a solution that provides high-quality  

digital copies,” explains Dr Christiane Spary,  

director of the library at the Ludwigsburg 

College of Education. 

While concurring with this, Dr Katharina 

Ebrecht, director of the library at the Reutlingen 

University, adds that dissatisfaction with the 

existing system was running high among users. 

It was time for a change. 

Book scanning as never before

Both college libraries are relatively small, 

with limited resources in terms of person-

nel and finance. Both, therefore, wanted a 

solution that offers high performance and 

high image quality, but at a price they could 

afford. Given that everyone would be oper-

ating the new machine it was also essen-

tial that the scanner was easy to use. 

Would anyone be able to satisfy such criteria? 

While seeking the right product, the two library 

The book scanner series OS 12000 of Zeutschel 

can be operated easily and intuitively

The Ludwigsburg College of Education Library 

is a department of the Communication and 

Information Centre (KIZ) of the Ludwigsburg 

College of Education. By the end of December 

2008 it had 5,130 active users. Following the 

take over of the Central Educational Library in 

Stuttgart, it has 375,884 titles in stock, all of 

which are listed in an electronic catalogue.

The Reutlingen University Library is run 

jointly for the Faculty of Special Education 

of the Ludwigsburg College of Education 

(Reutlingen site), the University of Reutlingen 

and both Reutlingen teacher training cen-

tres. 6,000 active users can choose from 

a selection of about 200,000 titles. 

The college libraries at  
Ludwigsburg and Reutlingen

Ludwigsburg College of Education Library

Entrance and reading room of the 

Reutlingen University Library



behind the lending counter, at Ludwigsburg it 

is installed in the reading room. At both librar-

ies, digital copying services are available free of 

charge to students and staff. Book copiers are 

provided with media centres for USB sticks. 

Publicising the new service was not difficult 

at all, according to the two library directors. 

Announcements on the libraries’ homepages 

and an e-mail circular were sufficient. “We have 

seldom been approached so often about a new 

product or service,” says Dr Spary with a smile.

Both college libraries provide assistance if 

required to operate the new book copier.  

“But little time is required for this,” Dr Ebrecht  

stresses. “Students usually show each other  

how to use the scanner.”

The response to the new digital copying ser-

vice has been overwhelmingly positive, say the 

directors. This is also apparent from the evalu-

ation questionnaires filled in by students and 

staff.  Common reactions range from ‘a fantastic 

piece of equipment’ to ‘practical and quick’ and 

‘easy to use and cheaper than photocopying’.

New applications, new successes

The OS 12000 Bookcopy is changing the 

way students learn and teachers teach.  

At the Ludwigsburg College of Education, 

where teaching practices are an important 

part of the curriculum, newspapers and peri-

odicals are often much in demand for prepar-

ing lessons.  Says Dr Spary “As a result of 

the OS 12000 Bookcopy, each student can 

now set up, on his or her own PC, an elec-

tronic library of the most important special-

ist publications for lesson preparation.” 

At Reutlingen, Dr Ebrecht says the OS 12000 

Bookcopy is supporting activities focused on 

e-learning by “providing an internal service for 

our digital learning platform”. Here students 

can now find important documents related to 

different courses, sample tests as well as dis-

cussion forums. These digital learning platforms 

are used solely for the purpose of teaching. 

“We do, of course, comply with all copyright 

directors relied on the recommendation of 

yet another college library, which had already 

installed Zeutschel OS 12000 Bookcopy and 

was highly satisfied with the experience.  

The OS 12000 had been introduced on the 

market in the autumn of 2007 with the sole 

purpose of re-defining book scanning. This 

the product promised to do with new operat-

ing concepts and technologies that would 

at last bring book scanning out into the 

open access areas of libraries and archives 

– where it could be used by anyone. 

The library at Ludwigsburg installed 

OS 12000 on a trial basis. 

And found the following happening:

• With the OS 12000 not only can books 

but also newspapers and periodicals be 

copied or digitised – in colour or black 

and white, depending on the model.

• All main functions can be activated easily 

and quickly, following a few simple steps. 

• The helpful monitor enables users to preview 

a scan so that spoilt copies are avoided.

• Sophisticated software provides further 

benefits to the user. For instance, a heavy 

set of bound periodicals does not have 

to be carefully aligned on the machine; 

alignment happens automatically. 

• And ugly distortions in the text – which in 

conventional copiers appear at the centre 

where the book unfolds – are automati-

cally smoothened out for perfect legibility. 

• The thumb holding the book open is also 

‘magically’ erased from the scanned copy, as 

are the slips of paper used as page markers. 

• If desired, pages can be separated left 

and right. And the image produced can be 

sent to a connected printer, or stored on 

a USB memory stick or memory card. 

• In short, an optimal image quality is  

achieved with ease.

In no time, the new system was installed.  

At the university library at Reutlingen, the  

OS 12000 Bookcopy was financed by student 

fees. At Ludwigsburg, financing came from 

the Communication and Information Centre 

which is responsible for the information and 

communication technology infrastructure.

Successful ever after

Since the autumn of 2008, the OS 12000 

Bookcopy (greyscale model) has become  

a vital component in the functioning of both  

college libraries.  

At Reutlingen it is located in the copying room 

requirements,” adds Dr Ebrecht. Those tak-

ing courses can have limited access by reg-

istering with their names and passwords. 

And the story continues to unfold

The college library at Ludwigsburg is in the 

process of expanding. After taking over the 

Central Educational Library in Stuttgart in April 

2009, its stock has grown to 375,884 titles. The 

library also bears a new name: Pädagogische 

Hochschulbibliothek Ludwigsburg (Ludwigsburg  

College of Education Library).  As a result of  

these changes, the library is already considering  

an upgrade in the quality of the book copying  

infrastructure.  

Several users have expressed a desire for the  

facility to produce digital copies in colour as 

well. “We will either upgrade the existing book 

copier with a colour option or purchase an 

additional colour model,” says Dr Spary.

Only six months of experiencing the OS 12000 

Bookcopy has convinced both library directors  

of one thing: “The book copiers have cre-

ated added value for everyone in all ways.” 

Dr. Katharina Ebrecht,  

Reutlingen University Library

Dr. Christiane Spary,  

Ludwigsburg College of Education Library



Zeutschel – The Future of the Past

Zeutschel GmbH, based in Hirschau near 

Tübingen, is a well-known specialist com-

pany working in the area of the preservation 

of cultural assets and has been a supplier of 

equipment, solutions and systems for the man-

agement of documents and archives for over 

Zeutschel GmbH · Heerweg 2 · 72070 Tübingen

Tel.: +49 7071 9706-0 · Fax: +49 7071 9706-44

info@zeutschel.de · www.zeutschel.com
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Zeutschel OS 12000 book scanner range 

The Zeutschel OS 12000 range has been designed 

for all those users for whom book scanning was 

previously too complicated, slow and expensive. 

The Tübingen scanner specialists concentrated 

particularly on producing equipment that was 

simple to use. The most important functions can 

therefore be accessed in just a few steps. A par-

ticularly practical feature is the integral monitor 

making it possible to preview the scan and thus 

eliminate spoilt copies. A patented illumination sys-

tem provides optimum light focussing. The result is 

a high processing rate (in A2 format) of 1 second in 

greyscale and 3 seconds in colour. The light expo-

sure both for the usear and the original is also kept 

low. The Zeutschel range is available in A2 format 

as a greyscale (OS 12000 G) and colour scanner 

(OS 12000 C) and also a book copier (OS 120000 

Bookcopy / greyscale or colour) with linked printing 

systems. A colour model (OS 12000 A1) is avail-

able for A1 formats.

40 years. Employing over 60 staff, Zeutschel 

develops, produces and distributes scanners, 

capture software, microfilm cameras, hybrid 

systems and readers. Zeutschel systems and 

solutions are used by libraries, archives, univer-

sities, land registries and commercial compa-

nies all over the world.

Document access – like being there


